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DETAILED ACTION 

The following Office Action is a response to communications filed on October 13, 201 1. 
Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 27-34, 45, 47, 50, 53-55, 58, 59, 63, 64, 84-92, 103, 105, 108, 111-113, 116, 
117, 121, 122, 142-149, 160, 162, 165, 168-170, 173, 174, 178, 179, 199-206, 217, 219, 222, 
225-227 and 271-274 have been amended by examiner's amendment. Claims 26, 46, 48, 49, 51, 
52, 83, 104, 106, 107, 109, 110, 141, 161, 163, 164, 166, 167, 198, 218, 220, 221, 223, 224 and 
230-270 have been cancelled by examiner's amendment. Currently, claims 1-25, 27-45, 47, 50, 
53-82, 84-103, 105, 108, 111-140, 142-160, 162, 165, 168-197, 199-217, 219, 222, 225-229, 
271-274 are pending and have been allowed. This action includes an examiner's amendment and 
reasons for allowance. 
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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Kamran VakUi on December 16, 2011. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Cancelled claims 

Claims 26, 46, 48, 49, 51, 52, 83, 104, 106, 107, 109, 110, 141, 161, 163, 164, 166, 167, 
198, 218, 220, 221, 223, 224 and 230-270, are cancelled by this examiner's amendment. 

Amended claims 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 27-34, 45, 47, 50, 53-55, 58, 59, 63, 64, 84-92, 103, 105, 108, 111-113, 
116, 117, 121, 122, 142-149, 160, 162, 165, 168-170, 173, 174, 178, 179, 199-206, 217, 219, 
222, 225-227 and 271-274 are amended by this examiner's amendment as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A creative work evaluating processor-implemented method, 
comprising: 
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providing! via a processor^ an offer to compete in a creative works competition by a first user, 
wherein the offer to compete includes dynamically specifi e d first user variable parameters that specify 
a second user as a potential competitor, a permitted type of creative work to be evaluated in the 
competition, a permitted length of the creative works to be evaluated in the competition, a submission 
deadline for competitors to submit creative works, and voting parameters competition rules, and rules 
governing the evaluation of the creative work by an audience ; 

obtainin g, via the processor, an acceptance to the offer to compete from the second user 
potential competitor ; 

pairing via the processor a plurality of competitors provicMng an indcation evincing a desire to 
be evaluated; 

receiving, via the processor, obtaining a creative work from each paired competitor the first 
user and the second user after determining: (a) that the creative works from the first user and the second 
user match the permitted type of creative work specified by the First user in the offer to compete, (h) 
that the creative works from the first user and the second user do not exceed the permitted length 
specified by the first user in the offier to compete, and (c) that the creative works from the first user and 
the second user were submitted before the submission deadline specified by the first user in the offer to 
compete : 

providin g, via the processor, the creative works fix)m the first user and the second user pair e d 
competitors for evaluation to [[the]] m audience; 

obtainin g, via the processor, votes from members of the aucHence experiencing the creative 
works of the first user and the second user ; 
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totaling^ via the processor and in response to the voting parameters specified by the first user in 
the offer to compete being satisfied, votes for each creative work[[.]]j 

determining, based on the totaled votes for each creative work, a winner of the creative yyorks 
competition between the first user and the second user; 

updating a rating for the first user and the second user based on the following formula: 
Rn = Rn + K(W-n/(l + 10°^^))). wherein: 
Rn represents the updated rating; 

Ro represents a rating for the user before the creative works competition; 
K represents a predetermined weighting factor that rewards more rating points to users 
with lower Ro values; 

W represents the outcome of the creative works competition and rewards more rating 
points to a user for a win than for a tie, and more points for a tie than a loss; 

D represents the absolute difference between R^ values for the first user and the second 
user; and 

S represents a predetermined value that weights the (Mfference between Rc^ values for 
the first user and the second user; and 

ranking the first user and the second user along with a plurality of other users according to the 
updated ratings. 



2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the evaluation creative works 
competition is a toumament. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising, selecting potential 
competitors for the offer to compete evaluation , prior to providing the offer to compete. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein selection for an evaluation the offer to 
compete is limited by qualification. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the indication acceptance of the offer 
to compete is configured as a request to issue an offier to compete. 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein none of the paired competitors the first 
user and the second user may not view one another's creative works until the creative works are ready 
for evaluation by an providing to the aucttence. 

29. (Currentiy Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein pair e d competitors the first user and 
the second user have a limited time in which to provide creative works. 

30. (Currentiy Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein pair e d competitors the first user and 
the second user may employ feedback fi-om audience members to update their creative work. 



31. (Currentiy Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired at random. 
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32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired in a round-robin manner. 

33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein competitons the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired through hand-selection. 

34. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired through the issuance of an offer to compete and the acceptance of the offer 
to compete. 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the aucttence members provide 
provides feedback to paired competitors the first user and the second user . 

47. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[46]] 1, wherein the winner is provided to [[an]] 
the audience. 

50. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[48]] 1, wherein rankings are adjusted for 
creative works. 

53. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[48]] 1, wherein ronldngs ranking the first user 
and the second user [[are]] is also based on current rankings of the creative works. 
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54. (Cunently Amended) The method of claim [[48]] 1, wherein ranldngis ranking 
and the second user [[are]] is also based on the format of the creative works. 

55. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[48]] 1, wherein ronldngs ranking the first user 
and the second user [[are]] is also based on criteria stored in a database. 

58. (Currently Amended) A creative work evaluating processor-implemented system, 
comprising: 

means to provide an offer to compete in a creative works competition by a first user, wherein 
the offer to compete includes dj i Tiamically first uaer variable parameters that specify a second user as a 
potential competito r, a permitted type of creative work to be evaluated in the competition, a permitted 
length of the creative works to be evaluated in the competition, a submission deacMine for competitors 
to submit creative works, and voting parameters and competition rules, and rules governing the 
evaluation of the cr e ative work by an audience ; 

means to obtain an acceptance to the offer to compete fi-om the second user potential 

means to pair a plurality of competitors provicMng an indication evincing a desire to be 
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means to receive obtain a creative worlc from each paii-ed competitor the first user and the 
second user after deteiinining: (a) that the creative works from the fnst user and the second user match 
the permitted type of creative work specified by the first user in the offer to compete, (b) that the 
creative works from the first user and the second user do not exceed the permitted length specified by 
the first user in the offer to compete, and (c) that the creative works from the first user and the second 
user were submitted before the submission deadline specified bv the first user in the offer to compete : 

means to provide the creative works from the first user and the second user paired competitors 
for evaluation to [[the]] an audience; 

means to obtain votes fi-om members of the aucttence experiencing the creative works of the 
first user and the second user : 

means to totals via a processor and in response to the voting parameters specified by the first 
user in the offer to compete being satisfied, votes for each creative work[[.]] j 

means to determine, based on the totaled votes for each creative work, a winner of the creative 
works competition between the first user and the second user; 

means to update a rating for the first user and the second user based on the following formula: 
Rn = Rn + K(W-(l/(l + 10"^^))). wherein: 
Rn represents the updated rating: 

R o represents a rating for the user before the creative works competition: 
K represents a predetermined weighting factor that rewards more rating points to users 
with lower Ro values: 

W represents the outcome of the creative works competition and rewards more rating 
points to a user for a win than for a tie, and more points for a tie than a loss: 



Application/Control Number: 10/632,392 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3623 

D represents the absolute difference between Rg values for the first user and the second 
user: and 

S represents a predetermined value that weights the difference between Rn values for 
the first user and the second user; and 

means to rank the first user and the second user along with a plurality of other users according 
to the updated ratings. 

59. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein the evaluation creative works 
competition is a tournament. 

63. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, further comprising, means to select potential 
competitors for the offers to compete evaluation , prior to providing the offer to compete. 

64. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 63, wherein selection for an evaluation the offer to 
compete is limited by qualification. 

84. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein the indication acceptance of the offer 
to compete is configured as a request to issue an offer to compete. 

85. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein none of the pair e d competitors the 
first user and the second user may not view one another's creative works until the creative works are 
ready for evaluation by an providing to the audience. 
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86. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein pair e d competitors the first user and 
the second user have a limited time in which to provide creative works. 

87. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein paired competitors the first user and 
the second user may employ feedback Irom audience members to update their creative work. 

88. (Currenliy Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein paired competitors the first user and 
the second user may employ feedback from audience members to update their creative work. 

89. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired at random. 

90. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired in a round-robin manner. 

91. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired through hand-selection. 

92. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired through the issuance of an offer to compete and the acceptance of the offer 
to compete. 
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103. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 58, wherein the audience members provide 
provides feedback to pair e d competitors the first user and the second user . 

105. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[104]] 58, wherein the winner is provided to 
[[an]] tiie audience. 

108. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[106]] 58, wherein rankings are adjusted for 
creative works. 

111. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[ 1 06] ] 58, wherein ronldngs ranking the first user 
and the second user [[are]] is also based on current rankings of the creative works. 

1 12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[106]] 58, wherein ranldngs ranking the first user 
and the second user [[are]] is also based on the format of the creative works. 

1 13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[106]] 58, wherein ranldngs ranking the first user 
and the second user [[are]] is also based on criteria stored in a database. 



116. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable medium readable by a processor to 
evaluate a creative work, comprising: 
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instructions stored in the processor readable medium, wherein the instructions are issuable by 
the processor to: 

provide an offer to compete in a creative works competition by a first user, wherein the 
offer to compete includes dynamically first user variable parameters that specify a second user as a 
potential competitor, a permitted type of creative work to be evaluated in the competition, a permitted 
length of the creative works to be evaluated in the competition, a submission deadline for competitors 
to submit creative works, and voting parameters competition rules, and rules governing the evaluation 
of the creative work by an aucHence ; 

obtain an acceptance to the offer to compete from the second user potential competitor ; 

pair a plurahty of competitors providing an indication evincing a desire to be evaluat e d; 

receive obtain a creative work from each paired competitor the first user and the second 
user after determining: (a) that the creative works from the first user and the second user match the 
permitted type of creative work specified by the first user in the offer to compete, (h) that the creative 
works from the first user and the second user do not exceed the permitted length specified by the first 
user in the offer to compete, and (c) that the creative works from the first user and the second user were 
submitted before the submission deacMine specified by the first user in the offer to compete ; 

provide the creative works from the first user and the second user paired competitors 
for evaluation to [[the]] an audience; 

obtain votes from members of the audience experiencing the creative works of the first 
user and the second user ; 

tota l, in response to the votmg parameters specified by the first user in the offer to 
compete being satisfied, votes for each creative work[[.]]; 
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deteiiTiine. based on the totaled votes for each creative work, a winner of the creative 
works competition between the fu'st user and the second user; 

update a rating for the first user and the second user based on the following formula: 

Rn = Rn + K(W-(l/(l + 10"^^))). wherein: 

Rn represents the updated rating; 

Ro represents a rating for the user before the creative works competition; 

K represents a predetermined weighting factor that rewards more rating points 
to users with lower Rr, values; 

W represents the outcome of the creative works competition and rewards more 
rating points to a user for a win than for a tie, and more points for a tie than a loss; 

D represents the absolute difference between R^ values for the first user and the 
second user; and 

S represents a predetermined value that weights the difference between Rn 
values for the first user and the second user; and 

rank the first user and the second user along with a plurality of other users according to 
the updated ratings. 

1 17. (Currentiy Amended) The medium of claim 116, wherein the evaluation creative works 
competition is a toumament. 

121. (Currentiy Amended) The medium of claim 1 16, further comprising. 
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select potential competitors for the offer to compete evaluation , prior to providing the offer to 
compete. 

122. (Currently Amended) The mecttum of claim 121, wherein selection for an evaluation the offer 
to compete is limited by qualification. 

142. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 116, wherein the indication acceptance of the 
offer to compete is configured as a request to issue an offer to compete. 

143. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 116, wherein none of the pair e d competitors the 
first user and the second user may not view one another's creative works until the creative works are 
ready for evaluation by an provicMng to the audience. 

144. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 116, wherein paired competitors the first user 
and the second user have a limited time in which to provide creative works. 

145. (Currentiy Amended) The medium of claim 116, wherein pair e d competitors the first user 
and the second user may employ feedback fix)m aucHence members to update their creative work. 



146. (Currentiy Amended) The medium of claim 116, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired at random. 
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147. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 116, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired in a round-robin manner. 

148. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 116, wherein competitons the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired through hand-selection. 

149. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 116, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired through the issuance of an offer to compete and the acceptance of the offer 
to compete. 

160. (Currently Amended) The mecttum of claim 116, wherein the audience members provide 
provides feedback to paired competitors the first user and the second user . 

162. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim [[161]] 116 . wherein the winner is provided to 
[[an]] tiie aucttence. 

165. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim [[163]] 116, wherein rankings are adjusted for 
creative works. 

168. (Currently Amended) The mecttum of claim [[163]] 116 , wherein ranldngs ranking the first 
user and the second user [[are]] is also based on current rankings of the creative works. 
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169. (Cunently Amended) The medium of claim [[163]] 116 , wherein ranldngs rankin i j 
user and the second user [[are]] is also based on the format of the creative works. 

170. (Currently Amended) The medium of claim 163, wherein ronldnga ranking the first user and 
the second user [[are]] is also based on criteria stored in a database. 

173. (Currently Amended) An apparatus to evaluate a creative work, comprising: 
a memory, the memory for storing instructions; 

a processor that may issue a plurality of processing instructions stored in the memory, wherein 
the processor issues instructions to: 

provide an offer to compete in a creative works competition by a first user, wherein the 
offer to compete includes dynamically first user variable parameters that specify a second user as a 
potential competitor, a permitted type of creative work to be evaluated in the competition, a permitted 
length of the creative works to be evaluated in the competition, a submission deadline for competitors 
to submit creative works, and voting parameters competition rules, and rules governing the evaluation 
of the cr e ative work by an aucHence ; 

obtain an acceptance to the offer to compete from the second user potential competitor ; 

pair a plurality of competitors providing an indication evincing a desire to be evaluat e d; 
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receive obtain a creative work from each paii-ed competitor the Fu-st user and the second 
user after deteiiTiining: (a) that the creative works from the fu'st user and the second user match the 
permitted type of creative work specified by the first user in the offer to compete, (b) that the creative 
works from the first user and the second user do not exceed the permitted length specified by the first 
user in the offer to compete, and (c) that the creative works from the first user and the second user were 
submitted before the submission deadline specified bv the first user in the offer to compete : 

provide the creative works from the first user and the second user paired competitors 
for evaluation to [[the]] an audience; 

obtain votes from members of the audience experiencing the creative works of the first 
user and the second user : 

tota l, in response to the voting parameters specified by the first user in the offer to 
compete being satisfied, votes for each creative work[[.]]" 

determine, based on the totaled votes for each creative work, a winner of the creative 
works competition between the first user and the second user: 

update a rating for the first user and the second user based on the following formula: 
Rn = Rn + K(W-(l/(l + 10"^^))). wherein: 
Rn represents the updated rating: 

R o represents a rating for the user before the creative works competition: 

K represents a predetermined weighting factor that rewards more rating points 

to users with lower R^ values: 

W represents the outcome of the creative works competition and rewards more 

rating points to a user for a win than for a tie, and more points for a tie than a loss: 
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D represents the absolute difference between Ro values for the first user and the 
second user; and 

S represents a predetermined value that weights the difference between Rn 
values for the first user and the second user; and 

rank the first user and the second user along with a plurality of other users according to 
the updated ratings. 

174. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein the evaluation creative works 
competition is a tournament. 

178. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, further comprising, 

select potential competitors for the offer to compete evaluation , prior to providing the offer to 
compete. 

179. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 178, wherein selection for an evaluation the 
offer to compete is limited by qualification. 



199. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein the indication acceptance of the 
offer to compete is configured as a request to issue an offer to compete. 
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200. (Cunently Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein none of the paired competitors the 
first user and the second user may not view one another's creative works until the creative works are 
ready for evaluation by an provicMng to the audience. 

201. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein pair e d competitors the first user 
and the second user have a limited time in which to provide creative works. 

202. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein paired competitors the first user 
and the second user may employ feedback from aucttence members to update their creative work. 

203. (Currentiy Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired at random. 

204. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired in a round-robin manner. 

205. (Currentiy Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired through hand-selection. 



206. (Currentiy Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein competitors the first user and the 
second user are te-be paired through the issuance of an offer to compete and the acceptance of the offer 
to compete. 
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217. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 173, wherein the audience members provide 
provides feedback to pair e d competitors the first user and the second user . 

219. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[218]] 173, wherein the winner is provided to 
[[an]] tiie audience. 

222. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[220]] 173, wherein rankings are adjusted for 
creative works. 

225. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[220]] 173, wherein ronldngs ranking the first 
user and the second user [[are]] is also based on current rankings of the creative works. 

226. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 220, wherein ronldngs ranking the first user and 
the second user [[are]] is also based on the format of the creative works. 

227. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 220, wherein ronldngs ranking the first user and 
the second user [[are]] is also based on criteria stored in a database. 

271. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the evoluotion rules voting 

parameters include a parameter to set a condition that the audience can vote for a first user specified 
number of days. 
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272. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the evaluation rules voting 
parameters include a parameter to set a condition that the aucttence can vote until a first user specified 
number of votes is reached. 

273. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein die audience members include 
includes any public persons. 

274. (Cunently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein tiie audience members include 
includes a panel of judges. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art, taken alone or in any combination, does not teach or fairly suggest: 

• providing, via a processor, an offer to compete in a creative works competition by 
a first user, wherein the offer to compete includes parameters that specify a 
second user as a potential competitor, a permitted type of creative work to be 
evaluated in the competition, a permitted length of the creative works to be 
evaluated in the competition, a submission deadline for competitors to submit 
creative works, and voting parameters; 

• receiving, via the processor, a creative work from the first user and the second 
user after determining: (a) that the creative works from the first user and the 
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second user match the permitted type of creative work specified by the first user 
in the offer to compete, (b) that the creative works from the first user and the 
second user do not exceed the permitted length specified by the first user in the 
offer to compete, and (c) that the creative works from the first user and the second 
user were submitted before the submission deadline specified by the first user in 
the offer to compete; 

• totaling, via the processor and in response to the voting parameters specified by 
the first user in the offer to compete being satisfied, votes for each creative work; 

• updating a rating for the first user and the second user based on the following 
formula: 

o R„ = Ro + K(W-(l/(l + 10°'^))), wherein: 
o Rn represents the updated rating; 

o Ro represents a rating for the user before the creative works competition; 
o K represents a predetermined weighting factor that rewards more rating 

points to users with lower Ro values; 
o W represents the outcome of the creative works competition and rewards 

more rating points to a user for a win than for a tie, and more points for a 

tie than a loss; 

o D represents the absolute difference between Ro values for the first user 

and the second user; and 
o S represents a predetermined value that weights the difference between Ro 

values for the first user and the second user, 
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The closest prior art is Paul (US 2003/0171982), Foroutan (US 7,162,433), Jokipii (US 
2003/0190960), and RapBattles.com. 

Paul discloses a creative works tournament for rappers. However, Paul does not teach or 
fairly suggest all of the limitations recited above. 

Foroutan discloses an interactive contest that provides content review, distribution, 
ranking, and access to automate creation and performance of contests among contestants. 
However, Foroutan does not teach or fairly suggest all of the limitations recited above. 

Jokipii discloses online gaming leagues and tournaments with competitions among 
competitors in various tournament schemes where players are ranked and rated relative to one 
another. However, Jokipii does not teach or fairly suggest all of the limitations recited above. 

RapBattles.com is a forum where members can compete in creative work competitions. 
However, RapBattles.com does not teach or fairly suggest all of the limitations recited above. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NEIL KARDOS whose telephone number is (571)270-3443. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 9 am to 5 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Beth Boswell can be reached on (571) 272-6737. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you v^^ould 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Neil R. Kardos 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3623 

/Neil R. Kardos/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3623 



